body in the Soviet Hierarchy. This body elects a
Central Executive Committee called " TSIK,3' to
which, we are told, is entrusted " all legislative and
executive power" in the interval between the
biennial meeting of the Congress, which lasts only a
week or so (see pp. 83 and 87).

We are thus led to understand that the political
system of the U.S.S.R. is that of popular self-govern-
ment, which, owing to the overwhelming numerical
excess of the agricultural population, naturally leads
to a preponderance of the rural representatives. Nor
should we doubt that the people make effective use
of the wide liberties granted to them, since, according
to the authors, " nowhere in the world outside the
U.S.S.R. is there such, a continuous volume of pitiless
criticism of every branch of government " (p. 773),
and at the close of their book they re-emphasize it
that " there is, as the student will have concluded,
no country in the world in which there is actually so
much widespread public criticism of the Government
and such incessant revelation of its shortcomings, as
in the U.S.SJR." (pp. 1026-1027).

Nor should any apprehension that the Communist
Party might exercise undemocratic pressure on the
decision of the people be sustained, since " neither
the organization nor the activities of the Communist
Party are so much as mentioned in the c Funda-
mental Law ' or in any statutory amendments of it.
Nor has the Party any legal authority over the in-
habitants of the U.S.S.R., not even over its own
members ! " (p. 340), and accordingly " If the Party
influences or directs the policy of individuals or
public authorities it does so only by persuasion. If
it exercises power it does so by ' keeping the con-
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